Preparing to Receive Christ
Becoming a Zion Person

It’s so good to be back with your stake.  I love this stake.  I love President and Sister Ogletree and those who serve with them.  I miss working with all the good Edgemont people when I was the seminary principal at Timpview.  I have a great love for the youth and families in this area.  I appreciate you having me back.  In fact, I’m pretty sure Timpview and Orem football are playing each other as we speak.  I can’t believe you guys are even here tonight!  I’d say this group is well on your way to being prepared for the Second Coming!  
	So let’s talk it.  Let’s talk about preparing to receive Christ.  This an event each of us will experience.  And no one knows the day nor the hour in which He will come, but we also don’t know the day or the hour in which we might go to Him.  So whether He comes to us here, or we go to Him there, we will each meet our Savior again.  
And what will it be like?  What will you say to Him?  What will He say to you?   I think He must be so excited for this reunion you Two will have.  
If you knew you were going to meet the Savior next week, would you feel prepared?  These are just reflective questions.  And maybe they’re hard to answer, frankly.  But tonight, will you be listening for how you can better prepare to receive Jesus Christ when He comes again? 
I have been prayerful of what I might share with your stake this evening with such an important topic.  And I want you to know that I have felt to especially emphasize some of the teachings of President Russell M. Nelson with you.  So I just pray that the Spirit will be here and teach you whatever it is that you need right now.  
In President Nelson’s last conference talk, Confidence in the Presence of God, he stated: “We do not know the day or the hour of His coming. But I do know that the Lord is prompting me to urge us to get ready for that “great and dreadful day.” That is quite the statement from the living prophet.  The Lord is prompting President Nelson to “urge us” to get ready. 
In April 2019, Elder D. Todd Christofferson gave a great talk titled, “Preparing for the Lord’s Return.”  In that talk he said: 
“What can we do to prepare now for that day?
First, and crucial for the Lord’s return, is the presence on the earth of a people prepared to receive Him at His coming. He has stated that those who remain upon the earth in that day, “from the least [to] the greatest, … shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and shall see eye to eye, and shall lift up their voice, and with the voice together sing this new song, saying: The Lord hath brought again Zion. … The Lord hath gathered all things in one. The Lord hath brought down Zion from above. The Lord hath brought up Zion from beneath.”
In ancient times, God took the righteous city of Zion to Himself. By contrast, in the last days a new Zion will receive the Lord at His return.”  
We have to become a Zion people to be ready to receive the Lord at His Second Coming.  And it’s going to take all of us.  So to make it more personal, YOU have to become a Zion person.  And so do I.  So what is a Zion person?  How do we build Zion within ourselves and within our communities? 
I’ve been studying the word “Zion” a lot in preparation for this.  Here are some thoughts..  
Moses 7:18
18 And the Lord called his people ZION, because they were of one heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there was no poor among them.

The principles of a Zion people…..
1. One heart
2. One mind… UNITY. 
3. Dwelt in righteousness
4. No poor among them

Elder Christofferson: “Let us do all we can to relieve suffering and sorrow now, and let us devote ourselves more diligently to the preparations needed for the day when pain and evil are ended altogether, when “Christ [shall] reign personally upon the earth; and … the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory.” It will be a day of redemption and judgment.”  

Is there something you can be doing right now to help relieve suffering and sorrow in the world or in those around you that we aren’t already doing?  A Zion person seeks to relieve suffering in others, not add to it. 

D&C 97 gives another meaning for Zion: 
21 Therefore, verily, thus saith the Lord, let Zion rejoice, for this is Zion—THE PURE IN HEART; therefore, let Zion rejoice, while all the wicked shall mourn.

Zion is the pure in heart.  A Zion person has a pure heart.  What is the current state of your heart?  And what does it mean to have a pure heart?  
Water bottles Object Lesson  
· What are some benefits to having clean and pure water?
· When water is impure, what are some ways to purify it?
· How might pure water be compared to a pure heart?
President Nelson in April 2019 said: The Lord does not expect perfection from us at this point in our eternal progression. But He does expect us to become increasingly pure. Daily repentance is the pathway to purity, and purity brings power. (Russell M. Nelson, “We Can Do Better and Be Better,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2019, 68)

God does not expect us to be perfect.  We won’t be in this life.  But He does expect us to become increasingly pure.  How can you do this in your own heart and life?  
A few definitions of the word pure: 
1. not mixed or adulterated with any other substance or material
2. without any extraneous and unnecessary elements.
3. free of any contamination.
Is any of the media, music, books, social media, or conversations we’re having online or in person contaminating our minds and hearts?   We live in a tough world.  Again, the Lord does not expect us to be perfect now.  So where can we improve?  What is that one step further towards the Savior that God wants us to take right now?  

President Nelson “Peacemakers Needed” talk is what I feel to emphasize tonight.  
As I let the prophet’s words teach us, will you just be listening and think about different circumstances and conversations you’ve been in recently? 
“Vulgarity, faultfinding, and evil speaking of others are all too common. Too many pundits, politicians, entertainers, and other influencers throw insults constantly. I am greatly concerned that so many people seem to believe that it is completely acceptable to condemn, malign, and vilify anyone who does not agree with them. Many seem eager to damage another’s reputation with pathetic and pithy barbs!
Anger never persuades. Hostility builds no one. Contention never leads to inspired solutions. Regrettably, we sometimes see contentious behavior even within our own ranks. We hear of those who belittle their spouses and children, of those who use angry outbursts to control others, and of those who punish family members with the “silent treatment.” We hear of youth and children who bully and of employees who defame their colleagues.
My dear brothers and sisters, this should not be. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are to be examples of how to interact with others—especially when we have differences of opinion. One of the easiest ways to identify a true follower of Jesus Christ is how compassionately that person treats other people.

The Savior made this clear in His sermons to followers in both hemispheres. “Blessed are the peacemakers,” He said. “Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” And then, of course, He gave the admonition that challenges each of us: “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”
Before His death, the Savior commanded His Twelve Apostles to love one another as He had loved them. And then He added, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
The Savior’s message is clear: His true disciples build, lift, encourage, persuade, and inspire—no matter how difficult the situation. True disciples of Jesus Christ are peacemakers.
My dear brothers and sisters, how we treat each other really matters! How we speak to and about others at home, at church, at work, and online really matters. Today, I am asking us to interact with others in a higher, holier way. Please listen carefully. “If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy” that we can say about another person—whether to his face or behind her back—that should be our standard of communication.

If a couple in your ward gets divorced, or a young missionary returns home early, or a teenager doubts his testimony, they do not need your judgment. They need to experience the pure love of Jesus Christ reflected in your words and actions.
If a friend on social media has strong political or social views that violate everything you believe in, an angry, cutting retort by you will not help. Building bridges of understanding will require much more of you, but that is exactly what your friend needs.
Contention drives away the Spirit—every time. Contention reinforces the false notion that confrontation is the way to resolve differences; but it never is. Contention is a choice. Peacemaking is a choice. You have your agency to choose contention or reconciliation. I urge you to choose to be a peacemaker, now and always.

Brothers and sisters, we can literally change the world—one person and one interaction at a time. How? By modeling how to manage honest differences of opinion with mutual respect and dignified dialogue.
Charity is the antidote to contention. Charity is the spiritual gift that helps us to cast off the natural man, who is selfish, defensive, prideful, and jealous. Charity is the principal characteristic of a true follower of Jesus Christ. Charity defines a peacemaker.”

WORDS OF MORMON: MORONI 7
45 And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
46 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail—
47 But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it shall be well with him.
48 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is; that we may have this hope; that we may be purified even as he is pure. Amen.

The center of a person is their heart. The center of a zion person is a pure heart.  The center of a zion people is unity and love one towards another.  At the center of the city Zion is the temple, the house of the Lord.  Like the center of Provo, the Temple is at the center of a Zion people.  
15 And inasmuch as my people build a house unto me in the name of the Lord, and do not suffer any unclean thing to come into it, that it be not defiled, my glory shall rest upon it;
16 Yea, and my presence shall be there, for I will come into it, and all the pure in heart that shall come into it shall see God.

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. 
9 And blessed are all the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.
· Blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion, 1 Ne. 13:37.

Brothers and Sisters, what is your part in building up a Zion community?  What can you do to have a more pure heart, pure love, pure motives in all that you do?  Let’s not wait to become a Zion people. 
President Dallin H. Oaks said: 
Always we are cautioned that we cannot know the day or the hour of His coming. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, Jesus taught:
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
“But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up” (Matthew 24:42–43). “But would have been ready” (Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:47).

“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Matthew 24:44; see also D&C 51:20).
What if the day of His coming were tomorrow? If we knew that we would meet the Lord tomorrow—through our premature death or through His unexpected coming—what would we do today? What confessions would we make? What practices would we discontinue? What accounts would we settle? What forgivenesses would we extend? What testimonies would we bear?
If we would do those things then, why not now? Why not seek peace while peace can be obtained?”
 
Not sure how many of you saw the announcement or flier for tonight ‘s fireside.  But it says on there that you’ll get “inspiration and advice on being truly prepared.” ;)
	Maybe I’ll share some good advice I heard recently when it comes to how we may want to approach some of the harder conversations in our lives.  I’m talking about the conversations that include frustration, controversy, politics, or tension.  The advice was to ask ourselves three questions before speaking: 1) Does what I’m about to say need to be said?  2)  Does it need to be said right now?  3)  Does it need to be said by me?    I thought those reflective questions before we speak were helpful.  

PRESIDENT NELSON: OVERCOME THE WORLD AND FIND REST 

“As I have stated before, the gathering of Israel is the most important work taking place on earth today. One crucial element of this gathering is preparing a people who are able, ready, and worthy to receive the Lord when He comes again, a people who have already chosen Jesus Christ over this fallen world, a people who rejoice in their agency to live the higher, holier laws of Jesus Christ.

I call upon you, my dear brothers and sisters, to become this righteous people. Cherish and honor your covenants above all other commitments. As you let God prevail in your life, I promise you greater peace, confidence, joy, and yes, rest.”

I testify that Jesus Christ lives and that each of us will meet Him again.  If we are among the pure in heart, what a joyful reunion that day will be!  I hope and pray that I may be ready and worthy for that day when He comes again and that we each will be.  For blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen. 



